
  

 
Measure #112: Screening Mammography  

 
DESCRIPTION: 
Percentage of women aged 40 through 69 years who had a mammogram to screen for breast 
cancer within 24 months  

 
INSTRUCTIONS: 
This measure is to be reported a minimum of once per reporting period for female patients seen 
during the reporting period. There is no diagnosis associated with this measure. Breast cancer 
screening is to be performed at least once within 24 months prior to the date of service. 
Performance for this measure is not limited to the reporting period. This measure may be reported 
by clinicians who perform the quality actions described in the measure based on services provided 
and the measure-specific denominator coding. 

 
This measure is reported using CPT Category II codes: 
CPT E/M service codes and patient demographics (age, gender, etc.) are used to identify patients 
who are included in the measure’s denominator. CPT Category II codes are used to report the 
numerator of the measure.  
 
When reporting the measure, submit the listed CPT E/M service codes, and the appropriate CPT 
Category II code OR the CPT Category II code with the modifier. The modifiers allowed for this 
measure are: 1P- medical reasons, 8P- reasons not otherwise specified.  

 
NUMERATOR: 
Patients who had a mammogram at least once within 24 months 

 
Numerator Coding: 
Mammogram Performed  
CPT II 3014F: Screening mammography results documented and reviewed  

OR 
Mammogram not Performed for Medical Reasons  
Append a modifier (1P) to the above CPT Category II code 3014F to report documented 
circumstances that appropriately exclude patients from the denominator  
• 1P: Documentation of medical reason(s) for not performing a mammogram (i.e., 

women who had a bilateral mastectomy or two unilateral mastectomies).  
OR 

Mammogram not Performed, Reason not Specified 
Append a reporting modifier (8P) to CPT Category II code 3014F to report circumstances 
when the action described in the numerator is not performed and the reason is not 
otherwise specified.  
• 8P: Screening mammography results were not documented and reviewed, reason not  

otherwise specified 
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DENOMINATOR: 
All female patients aged 40 through 69 years 

 
Denominator Coding: 
A CPT E/M service code is required to identify patients for denominator inclusion. 
CPT E/M service codes: 99201, 99202, 99203, 99204, 99205, 99211, 99212, 99213, 
99214, 99215, 99241, 99242, 99243, 99244, 99245  
 

RATIONALE: 
Breast cancer ranks as the second leading cause of death in women. For women 40 to 49 years of 
age mammography can reduce mortality by 17 percent. (AMA, 2003) 

 
CLINICAL RECOMMENDATION STATEMENT: 
The U.S. Preventive Services Task Force (USPSTF) recommends screening mammography, with 
or without clinical breast examination (CBE), every 1-2 years for women aged 40 and older. 
(USPSTF, 2002) 

 
• The USPSTF found fair evidence that mammography screening every 12-33 months 

significantly reduces mortality from breast cancer. Evidence is strongest for women aged 
50-69, the age group generally included in screening trials. (USPSTF, 2002) 

• For women aged 40-49, the evidence that screening mammography reduces mortality 
from breast cancer is weaker, and the absolute benefit of mammography is smaller, than it 
is for older women. Most, but not all, studies indicate a mortality benefit for women 
undergoing mammography at ages 40-49, but the delay in observed benefit in women 
younger than 50 makes it difficult to determine the incremental benefit of beginning 
screening at age 40 rather than at age 50. (USPSTF, 2002) 

• The absolute benefit is smaller because the incidence of breast cancer is lower among 
women in their 40s than it is among older women. (USPSTF, 2002) 

 
The USPSTF concluded that the evidence is also generalizable to women aged 70 and older (who 
face a higher absolute risk for breast cancer) if their life expectancy is not compromised by 
comorbid disease. The absolute probability of benefits of regular mammography increases along a 
continuum with age, whereas the likelihood of harms from screening (false-positive results and 
unnecessary anxiety, biopsies, and cost) diminishes from ages 40-70. The balance of benefits and 
potential harms, therefore, grows more favorable as women age. The precise age at which the 
potential benefits of mammography justify the possible harms is a subjective choice. (USPSTF, 
2002) 
 
American Cancer Society: Yearly Mammograms starting at age 40 and continuing for as long as a 
woman is in good health. (Smith, 2003) 
 
American College of Preventative Medicine (ACPM): 

 
• Low-risk women (no family history, familial cancer syndrome, or prior cancer). There is 

inadequate evidence for or against mammography screening of women under the age of 
50. Women between the ages of 50-69 should have annual or biennial, high-quality, two-
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view mammography. Women aged 70 and older should continue undergoing 
mammography screening provided their health status permits breast cancer treatment. 
(Ferrini, 1996) 

• Higher-risk women: Women with a family history of pre-menopausal breast cancer in a 
first-degree relative or those with a history of breast and/or gynecologic cancer may 
warrant more aggressive screening. Women with these histories often begin screening at 
an earlier age, although there is no direct evidence of effectiveness to support this 
practice. The future availability of genetic screening may define new recommendations for 
screening high-risk women. (Ferrini, 1996) 
 

The American Medical Association (AMA), the American College of Obstetricians and 
Gynecologists (ACOG), and the American College of Radiology (ACR), all support screening with 
mammography and CBE beginning at age 40. (AMA, 1999; ACOG, 2000; Feig, 1998) 
 
The Canadian Task Force on Preventive Health Care (CTFPHC), and the American Academy of 
Family Physicians (AAFP), recommends beginning mammography for average-risk women at age 
50. (Canadian Task Force on the Periodic Health Examination, 1999; AAFP, 2005) 
AAFP recommends that mammography in high-risk women begin at age 40, and recommends that 
all women aged 40-49 be counseled about the risks and benefits of mammography before making 
decisions about screening. (AAFP, 2005) 
 


